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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 AND 1.98 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Supplemental to the Information Disclosure Statement mailed 
August 8, 2001, applicants herewith cite the prior art cited on the 
enclosed Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B which may be material to the 
patentability of the application. 

Copies of the documents identified in the enclosed Forms 
PTO/SB/08A and 08B are enclosed with the exception of US 5,861,209 
and EP 0 952 483 which are already of record in the application. 

The patents were cited in the European Patent Office search 
report in the corresponding European application. 

Each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this information 
disclosure statement . 

In accordance with MPEP §§609 and 707.05(b) it is requested 
that each document cited be given thorough consideration, and that 
it be cited of record in the prosecution history of the present 
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application and the patent to issue on the present application by 
initialing on the Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted in compliance with 37 CFR 1.56 as an Examiner might 
consider any cited document important in deciding whether to allow 
the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of any 
document herein is not to be construed as an admission that such 
document is necessarily relevant or prior art. Moreover, no 
representation is intended that any cited document represents the 
results of a complete search or that the Examiner in the normal 
course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104(a), and 
in the course of such search will review for relevance every 
document cited on the attached Forms PTO/SB/8A and 08B even if not 
initialed . 
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